The Parent Leadership Training
Statewide Graduation

June 15, 2016
Legislative Office Building Atrium
300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford

Welcome and Call to Order
George Coleman

Pledge of Allegiance
Doug Edwards

National Anthem
Isabella Pinto

Graduation Remarks
State Comptroller Kevin Lembo

The 2016 Robert Haller Memorial Award
Elaine Zimmerman & Wendy Haller
Recipient: Emanuela Palmares

Alumni Greetings
State Representative Hilda Santiago

Greetings from the Legislature
State Representative Robyn Porter

Parent Leader Addresses & Presentation of Citations
Bloomfield
Bridgeport
Danbury
Hamden
Hartford
Manchester
Milford
Plymouth

Stamford
Stratford
Waterbury
West Hartford
Wethersfield
Winchester
Windsor

Closing Remarks Recessional
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The Parent Leadership Training Institute

The Connecticut Commission on Children was created in 1985
by an act of the Connecticut Legislature to bring
representatives from the legislative, executive and judicial
branches of government together with the private sector to
promote public policies in children’s best interest. In 1992,
focused on prevention and capacity building, the Commission
created The Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) as a
statewide family civics initiative. PLTI enables parents and other
caring adults to become leading advocates for children.

Parents Supporting Educational Excellence

The Connecticut Center for School Change partners with
school districts to develop leadership, build capacity and
expand knowledge for improved student outcomes.
Parents Supporting Educational Excellence (Parents SEE)
was developed in 2005 by the Connecticut Center for
School Change in partnership with the Commission on
Children to provide parents with the skills and
understanding necessary to become leaders, change
agents and active partners in education at the school,
district and state levels. When schools, families and
community groups work together, students do better in
school and have a higher probability of success.
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The Robert Haller Memorial Award for
Outstanding Community Service

2016 Haller Memorial Award Honoree

Emanuela Palmares
Emanuela Palmares is the editor and partner of Tribuna
Newspaper, a biweekly publication in English, Portuguese and
Spanish. Founded in 1999 by her mother, Celia Bacelar, the
publication’s mission is to build bridges and join cultures,
providing its readers, regardless of English proficiency, with
content that connects them with the communities where they
live in Connecticut. Palmares has been Tribuna’s editor since
2006. In 2013, she became the first Brazilian to serve a state
commission, the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission
(LPRAC). Palmares is also a member of LPRAC’s Executive
Board. In 2014, she was honored by Latinos United for
Professional Advancement (LUPA) as one of the organization’s
50 Most Influential Latinos in Connecticut. Ms. Palmares is the
author of dozens of articles on immigration and the Latino community and has been
interviewed by various media outlets on the subject. She is a speaker on the South American
immigrant experience, and the Latino Community at numerous events, international
engagements, and at educational institutions such as the Portuguese and Spanish
Department of Yale University. She also holds what she refers to as “the most meaningful
position of all” – being a mother to her son Caio, and the proud daughter of Celia Bacelar
and Genilson Palmares, her role models.
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Bloomfield Parents SEE Graduates
PSEE Coordinator –Sheila Crocker
Community Sponsors – First Congregational Church Nursery School
Parent Leader Address – Tracy Brown
Susan Alleyne
Jim Avery
Lisa Avery
Delois Barnes
Tracy Brown
Julius Clark
Toni Clark
Patricia Davis
Jo Ann Ettienne-Modeste
Tara Johnson
Abeka Kirton
Annie Lewis
Quanita Polk
Tatiana Ponder
Grant Powell
Iris Santiago-Gonzalez
Cassandra Skyers
Gwen Turner-Powell
Patty Wheeler
“Recipe for success:
Heat up an Idea; Take Action
Mix it up with Passion and Belief
Then add a dash of Persistence.”
- Unknown
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Parent Leader Speech
Tracy Brown – Bloomfield PSEE
It’s important for parents to be involved in their children’s education. So many of
our children are lost because parents do not have the knowledge or understanding
of how to advocate for their child. I learned to be an advocate and a leader. I
learned how important it is to speak up for not just my child but all children and
make sure they receive an authentic and passable education. I have to thank the
leaders of the Parents SEE, Shirle, Denise, and Sheila for helping me to understand
how and why it’s so important for me to be an educational advocate within my
community. Leaders lead and as I lead and my other Parents SEE members lead,
we will work to reform the way all children will receive their educational services.
Thank you.

Bloomfield PSEE Class of 2016
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Bridgeport PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Gina Levon Simpson
Community Sponsors – Bridgeport Board of Education / Title I,
Bridgeport Parent Center, Burroughs Community Center,
Newman’s Own Foundation, Perrin Family Foundation, RYASAP,
Private Donors and Civic Design Team
Parent Leader Address – David Marcus
Lucy Ayers

“The Challenge”
A public safety awareness project for Geraldine Johnson Students
& Families.

Kinsta M. Bouilly

“Parent Pay Book”
A program to assist parent with information to get their children
involved in school sports.

Patricia Burden

“Money Wiz Kidz”
A program for children that teaches money concepts and provides
tools to understand, plan, save and bank.

Charlene Colson

“I.A.A.U. (It’s All About Us)
An intimate support group that builds effective communication,
goals and activities that produce positive outcomes for families.

Troyneissha Daniels

“Welcoming Baby Project”
A project that focuses on helping single mothers welcome the
baby home.

Ann Margaret Kehoe

“Of Faith: Shaping the Political Landscape”
A project that focuses on registering Connecticut voters.

Alma Machado

“Let’s Play Work and Perform Together”
An awareness project to help people understand that children who
cannot see can do anything.

David Marcus

“Advocacy Solutions for the Special Needs Child”
Advocating for children who cannot advocate for themselves.

Jessica Martinez

“Bridgeport Rising”
A grassroots coalition organization that is civically engaged,
empowered, informed and which holds officials accountable.
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Michele Mathon-Martin

“Hashtag Teen Club”
A social and recreational facility for teens ages 13 to 19.

Antonio Rock

“Fathers in Action”
Helping fathers get informed and motivated about being active in
fathering.

Rose Rowe

“Healing our Community Through Reading”
2nd Grade Reading Club at Geraldine Johnson School, Bridgeport

Samaris Smith

“Taking it to the Streets!”
Outreach program between church and the community it serves,
with the focus of youth engagement and empowerment.

Genea Stephenson

“Flag Football Challenge Community Day”
Hosting a Cleanup Day promoting awareness by providing
recycling and “green” information.

Elaine Thompson-Ward

“Let’s Suspend Suspension”
A program that partners parents with teachers and school
administration to create a more educational environment for “inschool suspension” classrooms.

Charles Treadway III

“Unknown Voices Among Us”
A radio podcast to give people across the U.S. a voice about their
concerns.

“The most powerful leadership tool you have
is your own example.”
– John Wooden
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Parent Leader Speech
David Marcus– Bridgeport PLTI
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, fellow parent leaders and representatives of PLTI.
My name is David Marcus, and I am honored to be representing PLTI of Bridgeport, CT.
Through our classroom experiences and our project work, my peers and I have learned
that parents can be and, in fact are, powerful change agents, both in the lives of our
respective children and in our community. Through community efforts, interfacing with
one another, and working with those of power and influence, our efforts can shape and
change the welfare and well-being of our most precious assets and commodities, which is
the future welfare of the children in our communities and our homes. There is strength
and power in diligent effort and in supporting one another. Through PLTI, we have
learned that positive change is possible for our children and we are the facilitators of that
change. Our children are our future leaders and parents. We thank all who made this
journey possible.

Bridgeport PLTI Class of 2016

8

Danbury PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Katherine Tucker
Community Sponsors – Danbury Children First, Inc.
Parent Leader Address – Victoria Ceylan
Martha Anaya

“Reaching Out to Students With Disabilities and Student
Who Are Learning English as a Second Language”
Helping students build up their self-esteem by giving them the
necessary support and training.

Joham Ardila

“Breaking Violence’s Chain”
Create awareness about domestic violence in social media, as well
as share the right resources that Hispanic people need to address
this issue.

Alvin Canlas

“Improving Patient Satisfaction in Danbury Hospital through
Volunteer Service”
Provide educational information and assistance on the different
amenities at the Danbury Hospital and help patients feel at home.

Gloria Castillo

“Helping Hispanic Adults in Basic Learning”
Assisting the Hispanic community with literacy skills in filling out
paperwork and various other ways.

Victoria Ceylan

“Belly Button Mama”
A book written from a child’s point of view about surrogacy.

Adelaida Chacha

“Working Together”
Organizing the community to complete various projects. Working
together is much better for the community, because together our
ideas work!

Rachel Chaleski

"Petition to Reinstate Sibling Preference for Danbury
residents at the Western CT Academy for International
Studies (AIS) Interdistrict Magnet School"
Lead a team of parents to advocate for future Danbury AIS families.

Christina Cumberton

“Where is the Library?”
Finding a new site for the community library.

Julianne Gemmell

“A Village for New Moms”
Providing a place for new moms to connect with a licensed,
professional home child care provider for parenting strategies,
ideas, and confidence-building inspiration. Welcome!
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Tosha Gordon

“ZenDitty Blog to Health & Wellness”
My journey to living a full, balanced and healthy life after my latest
cancer battle. Share what has worked in order to inspire others to
make the most out of their own lives.

Pamela Liming

“Empowering Parents Through the PPT Process”
Educating parents/guardians on the PPT process thus empowering
them to confidently advocate for their children.

Isabel Lopes

“Bringing DBT to Community Agencies”
Providing clinicians with information, resources, and justification
to promote the use of dialectical behavior therapy in clinical
practice with community agencies.

Laura Orban

“Gender Equality in Middle School”
Teaching middle school students to be aware of gender issues,
gender inequality, and media literacy.

Lipsa Panda

“Empowering & Bonding Multicultural Community”
An attempt to create a strong bond between diversified cultural
groups and create a positive environment for kids and family.

Alexandra Ramirez

“Help to Strengthen the Self-Esteem for Hispanic Parents”
An information workshop for parents for a better quality of life and
happy families.

Sandra Ramirez

“Communication in the Workplace”
Helping people at work translating Spanish to English and vice
versa.

Patricia Anne Robinson

“Building Connections at AIS Magnet School”
Create an environment with more social gatherings and
coordinated volunteer activities.

Monique Rosa

“Happy Mommy Happy Family”
Using social media to support mothers and give them a place to
turn that is drama and judgment free. Providing information,
advice, support and humor.

JoDee Venugopal

“Western Connecticut Academy for International Studies
Spanish Club”
Provide AIS students the opportunity to practice the Spanish
language.
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Debra Webb-Maloney

“PLTI Challenge via Danbury PLTI Alumni Facebook Group”
Creating an online community through Facebook in order to
connect community members and make them aware of our PLTI
projects.

Pierrette Zaia

“AWAKE”
A free support process group for parents who have adolescent
children struggling with depression and anxiety.

“What after all has maintained the human race
on this old globe despite all the calamities of nature and all the tragic failings of
mankind, if not faith in new possibilities
and courage to advocate them.”
- Jane Addams
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Parent Leader Speech
Victoria Ceylan – Danbury PLTI
My name is Victoria Ceylan and I am a parent leader. One cold winter Saturday, 21
strangers gathered at Western Connecticut State University with one common goal. We
all wanted to learn how we could make a difference within our communities, for our
children. As I glanced around the room at all of the new faces, I noticed a woman that
seemed reserved. She told us her story that day and it touched me. She was living in a
shelter with her kids after falling victim to hard times. She had no job and no home but
what she did have was a vision, one that comes from her childhood experiences. Now, 20
weeks later, she has been empowered by PLTI. She has her own apartment. She has a job
and her vision has been implemented. Once a month, she gathers volunteers to clean a
street in Danbury, just as her family did growing up in Ecuador. Now others are following
her lead and doing the same within her community. This is just one of the 21 amazing
stories of the Danbury PLTI graduating class of 2016. Thank you to our coordinator
Katherine and our facilitators Bruce, Carlos and Carolyn. Working together, we can make
a difference within our community.

Danbury PLTI Class of 2016
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Hamden Parents SEE Graduates
PSEE Coordinator – Brenda Shuler
Community Sponsors – Hamden Public Schools
Parent Leader Address – Melissa Kaplan-Charkow

Laura Baker
Vanesa Biagtan
Charlene Blatter
Amy Conte
Catherine Dichiara
Krista Eliot
Tinesha Goins
Melissa Kaplan-Charkow
Tracie Mitchell
Diane Purvin
Dwight Robinson
Veneza Rodriguez
Simone Samuel
Dilton Smith
Jennifer Stockwell
Kim Tavares
“If your actions inspire others to dream
more, learn more,
do more and become more,
you are a leader.”
- John Quincy Adams
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Parent Leader Speech
Melissa Kaplan-Charkow – Hamden PSEE
On behalf the Hamden Parents SEE class of 2016, I would like to thank and
acknowledge the dedication of our SEE mentors and facilitators: Cathy, John, and
Brenda. You have inspired us to become agents of change. Because of your
mentorship, we can no longer sit passively and expect someone else to advocate
for our children’s education, access to valuable learning opportunities, and the
policies and practices that will ensure high levels of achievement for all students in
our district. By continuously empowering us during the weekly meetings, we have
come to understand that we must be a voice for our children; and that we have a
shared responsibility with the schools (including faculty and staff), the
community, and other families in actively supporting our children’s education and
development. Such a collaborative partnership is necessary in order to improve our
schools and advocate for greater educational quality, equality, and opportunity.

Hamden PSEE Class of 2016
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Hartford PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Linda Martinez
Community Sponsors – The Women’s League Child Development Center and the
City of Hartford
Parent Leader Address – Sixmaritt Pagán-Peña
Dionne Adessa

“Rise in Love with You”
Inspirational, empowering life coaching group sessions for women
that provide insight on how to develop their own style &
confidence regardless of their current situation.

Dana Arnold

“Higher Heights After School Program”
To provide Basic Life Skills training for youth ages 14 and up.

Minal Sandeep Avachat

“Free Math Tutoring in Library”
Using simple logic and techniques can improve students’ Math
skills.

Cherell Banks

“WANA (We Are Not Alone)”
To start a statewide support group that will empower individuals
on how to navigate through the judicial system, especially, when
juveniles are faced with being transferred to the adult system.

Darlene Bryant

“BUOY: Building Up Our Youth”
Let’s keep them afloat. A journaling and poetry project to
facilitate a conversation with youth ages 13 - 18 discussing feelings
and learning how to manage them effectively.

Kelly Gomez

“Inspire 2 Inspire”
Inspiring people to then inspire others.

Petula Allison Martinson

“The Money Matters Club”
Raising families to have a positive relationship with money.

Ellen Mathis

“Grams Hand”
Facilitate a grandparent’s focus group to discuss community
resources.

Reva Mingo

“Journey to Success”
Providing the re-entry population with the resources needed to
navigate through the City of Hartford. The goal is to help exoffenders access services needed to be self-reliant in order to
reduce recidivism.
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Kelly-Ann Newman

“SMB: Snuggle My Bottom Pamper Foundation”
A nonprofit pamper program for low income families. To help
provide pamper and basic diapering necessities for those that
can't afford them.

Sixmaritt Pagán-Peña

“Raising Readers on the Rise!”
Training parents and enabling their transition into a group of
facilitators: ‘Community Raising Readers’

Stephan Palmer

“Unity Cookout”
Building a stronger community for a better tomorrow.

Janiece Nicole Pérez

“Turbans 4 Tots”
Keeping babies stylishly warm and protected.

Tolisha Peters

“Seniors with Style”
To minimize hassle and help lift up self-esteem of our senior
community

Barbara Rivera

“Fire Safety for Pre-Schoolers”
To provide fire safety and prevention education for pre-school
children.

Cristina Rodriguez

“Pennies from Heaven”
Donate baby bags containing much needed items to be given to
new mothers as a starter kit.

Shanika Wallace

“Grand Bags”
To provide gift bags to seniors and grandparents in the Hartford
community. Each gift bag will be created from couponed stockpile
items.

Marieta Williams

“Parents Teaching Life Skills to Children with Autism”
To provide a skill-building service that focuses on skills that help
children be successful at home, school and in their community.

“A genuine leader is not a searcher for consensus
but a molder of consensus.”
- Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Parent Leader Speech
Sixmaritt Pagán-Peña– Hartford PLTI
My name is Sixmaritt Pagán-Peña. I have the honor of representing Hartford’s
Parent Leadership Training Institute Class of 2016. We all started this journey with
a very specific purpose in mind. Our objective was to make a difference in our kids’
lives, as well as advocate on behalf of all children. We never imagined just how far
this training would expand our reach. I encourage all of you to read our
Community Projects, so you can see the creativity and passion being put into
addressing some of the important issues we are currently facing in our community.
All our efforts are focused on one goal: making Hartford better and stronger.
Completing this training has helped us believe that this goal is reachable. We are
now diligent change agents and passionate advocates for children everywhere.
I leave you with this quote by David McCullough Jr.
"The great and curious truth of the human experience is that selflessness is the
best thing you can do for yourself."
Thank you so much.

Hartford PLTI Class of 2016
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Manchester Parents SEE Graduates
PSEE Coordinator – Angela Geiger Flanagan
Community Sponsors – Manchester Public Schools, Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving and the Office of Family and Community Partnership
Parent Leader Address – Scott Hughes

Gorica Adduci
Joy Akilbosu
Alex Cotto
Brenda Cotto
Denise Curran
Kevin Flanagan
Scott Hughes
Joy Hunter
Susan Jacobsen
Evelyn Kissi
Amanda Lythgoe
Kim Mercier
Kwasi Mtem-Mensah
Amy Newman
Nancy Pitt
Leah Pragluski
Teresa Quintana
Geraldine Reyes
Tamara Womack-Speaks
Leaders become great, not because of
their power, but because of their ability
to empower others.”
- John Maxwell
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Parent Leader Speech
Scott Hughes – Manchester PSEE
On behalf of the Manchester Parents SEE graduating class, I want to give a big thanks to
Parents SEE, the Connecticut Commission on Children, the Connecticut Center for
School Change, the Manchester Public Schools, and to everyone involved in providing
this amazing and empowering experience. We want to thank our wonderful coordinator
Angela. And we definitely want to thank our facilitators Gary and Tia, who somehow
achieved the holy grail of making the class both entertaining AND deeply informative.
On behalf of myself, I want to thank the parents in my class who share my eagerness to
become agents of change in education. Perhaps my favorite takeaway from this
experience was meeting so many intelligent, caring, and dedicated parent leaders.
I look forward to working together with all of you to represent our children, who are our
most valuable assets and our future leaders. Thank you so much!

Manchester PSEE Class of 2016
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Milford PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Lesley Darling
Community Sponsors – Milford Health Department, United Way of Milford,
Kids Count of Milford & Milford Public Schools
Parent Leader Address – Adam DeYoung
Maria Aguirre

“Stratford School Zones”
Defining and clearly marking school zones throughout the town of
Stratford.

Maya Bogatch

“Deciphering the PTA”
Unpacking all of the roles and steps of running PTA to make it easier
for new boards and members to understand the process.

Holly Burton

“Oh, I Do Like To Be Beside the Seaside”
Free family events at Walnut Beach.

Adam DeYoung

“Music with My Dad”
Connecting kids with dads through music.

Jessie Fennell

“One Garden at a Time”
A community building and gardening movement to inspire and
empower others to plant and harvest home grown food.

Corinne Fucci

“Equity for All”
A Curricular Approach-A proposal to incorporate discussions about
socioeconomic inequity in schools.

Lori Hassan-Lionetti

“Empowering Youth”
Assist pre-teens and teens in many phases of their lives to inspire,
motivate, and empower them to be the best versions of themselves
.

John Kim

“Finding Dory: A Milford Community Search for Lost
Dogs”
Working with Milford Animal Control to create a social network page
to help fellow residents locate lost dogs.

Pat Liptak

“Milford Animal Advocates”
Working through the process to become a 501-C3 with the intention of
raising funds to help people care for their pets when they cannot afford
veterinary care and other animal related needs.
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Nadine McManus

“Artists Care”
Create and sell artwork at one of this year’s local arts & craft events to
raise funds for a local children’s organization. In the future I would
like to bring local artists together who would be willing to donate a
piece or two of their artwork for an event or auction to benefit a
community charity.

Michelle Oakes

“A Guide to Down Syndrome for Caregivers and Families”
A manual about Down Syndrome designed to foster success in the
inclusive preschool classroom by providing parents and educators with
guidance and reassurance.

Donna Schultz

“Kids Yoga”
Stretching, meditation, postures and partner yoga choreographed in a
fun way.

Yajaira Soberany

“Zumba for All!”
Promote community health and wellness through movement, music
and fun.

Jonathan Wetzel

“Growing Lifelong Learners”
Creating a new venue space to engage elementary students’ parents in
Stratford who are unable to make the trip across town to Chapel Street
School (the pilot school for this project).

Jacqueline Yeap

“Soar on Wings of Eagles”
Building resilient kids and equipping them with values through
interfaith programs so that they will thrive through life.

“The tallest oak in the forest was once
just a little nut that held its ground.”
(unknown)
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Parent Leader Speech
Adam DeYoung – Milford PLTI
When my daughters were born, like many parents, I was filled with optimism. I was
optimistic that they would be a part of a nurturing community that would help lift them
to a fulfilling life. Then, real life happened and that optimism was slowly tamped down.
The good news is that PLTI has restored that optimism. I am optimistic that my classmate
Maria’s children will be safer in their school when she helps resolve the traffic issue that
exists. I am optimistic that my classmate Yajaira will get her community moving through
free Zumba classes. I am optimistic that my classmate Jon will find a way to get those
parents who are less involved in their children’s education, more involved. I am
optimistic that my community has 15 more incredibly caring and powerful parents and
grandparents in it who are ready to nurture my children and lift them to a fulfilling life.

Milford PLTI Class of 2016
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Plymouth Parents SEE Graduates
PSEE Coordinator – Linda Schnaars
Community Sponsors – United Way of West Central Connecticut
Parent Leader Address – Sharon Funk

Robin Bilodeau
Jennifer DeForest
Sharon Funk
Faye Johnpiere
Brian Koser
Donna Koser
Melissa Kremmel
Susan LeFrancois
Tanya Long
Heather Lyon
Amy Martins
Erin Mauceri
Roxanne McCann
Nicole McWilliams
Joanne Picard
Randy Picard
Alfredo Rivera
Shana Rivera
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Linda Schnaars
Cate Speakman
Kelly Vitale
Jennifer Yezierski
“Coming together is a beginning,
Keeping together is progress,
Working together is success.”
- Henry Ford
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Parent Leader Speech
Sharon Funk – Plymouth PSEE
I feel fortunate that I was able to participate in the Parents SEE class this past
year. I was amazed at what I have learned in such a short time. Information and
tools that have already helped me be a change agent in my family; allowing me to
advocate for programs that helped my two children receive the best education has
to offer them. I am grateful for the growth provided by my classmates and
instructors. Through them, I found out two things about myself. I am not "shy
Sharon." I have found my voice and feel more confident about my strengths as a
parent and community member; that I can make a difference in my school system
and at home. Secondly, although I understand the importance of data; I am not
one bit a “data person.”
I am truly grateful to have had the opportunity to participate in Parent Leadership
trainings. The friendships made give me hope for a brighter future. If given the
opportunity, I would take Parents SEE again and again.

Plymouth PSEE Class of 2016

25

Stamford PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Josephine Fulcher Anderson
Community Sponsors – Stamford Public Education Foundation
Parent Leader Address – Gina Smith

Zoila Atencio

“Stamford School Food and Shelter Resources for
Families”
Make resources available to families when change occurs
in their family income

Jeanette Bilicznianski

“Adolescent Suicide Awareness and Prevention”

Teresa Bulit-Gordon

“Early Childhood Education”

Vanessa Cadavid

“Empowered Parents through Knowledge of their
Community and Basic Parenting Skills”

Creating community, saving lives

Educate parents, educators and communities on basic
understanding of developmental psychology, early brain
development and emotional and cognitive psychology

A series of courses that will give parents tools to succeed
in their journey as parents

Komal Dhiman

“The Piggy Bank Project”

Kim DiBella-Farber

“Learning Starts at Birth”

Guy Fortt

“My Brother’s Keeper”

Yolanda Garcia de Mauracher

“Spanish Conversation Club for Children”

A financial literacy program for grades K-12 teaching
children the value of saving money

Equips parents with tools to engage their young children
in learning with easy to follow resources and activities
that are specific to age and developmental stage

Provide and improve the expected life outcome for boys
and men of color

Provide children an opportunity to be in a Spanish
atmosphere that will include culture, language and
learning
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Laxmi Gurung

“Graduating from College without Debt is Possible”

Tamika Jackson

“H.O.T. Helping Our Teens”

Gloria Kelley

“Making a Bridge from Homeless to Making a
Home”

A guideline for anyone who is interested in graduating
from college with little or no DEBT.

A program dedicated to helping youth deal with mental
health issues

The American dream is for all to have a safe and secure
home to raise our children

Viviani Sardinha Kulig

“Bilingual Education in Connecticut”

Deborah Miller

“Cultivating Kujichagulia—Self Determination”
among the Adolescents in our Village

Helping parents understand their rights and advocate for
their children’s needs even if their first language is not
English.

A glimpse into the efficacy of art in the holistic approach
to educational curriculum development

Maria Pardo

“Express to Success”

Mausumi Patra

“T.N.T. (Technology is Nothing but Tentacles)”

Nora Pilar Peláez

“Express Yourself Through Art”

Gina Smith

“Beginning with Self -Overcoming Obstacles One by
One”

Connecting with parents to help students succeed

Decreased the over-reliance of technology among children

Create an after-school program where children and their
parents can learn to paint, draw or dance

Empowering parents to encourage their children

Edith Nadesha Targonski

“Childhood Awareness in the City”

Wisline Thomas

“Crohn’s Awareness in the Haitian Community”

Raise awareness about Pediatric Cancer Community

Creating awareness of Crohn’s disease in Fairfield County
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Royesha Watson

“A.S.I.A (Assisting Suicide Intervention Angels)”

Marlene Wilden

“First Light Project”

Lidia Winsor

“Knowledge—Use it or Lose”

It takes a village to raise a child and it takes a village to
save a child

A youth safety and violence prevention program for
Stamford youth. A peer mentorship program that will pair
experienced military veterans with at-risk youth

Gifted & Talented or Medical Misdiagnoses. A process to
help parents be aware of misdiagnoses in their children

“Let today be the day you give up who you’ve been
for who you can become.”
- Hal Elrod
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Parent Leader Speech
Gina Smith – Stamford PLTI
Good Evening Everyone, my name is Gina Smith And I'm a Parent Leader.
Parent Leaders are change agents for their children.
"The power of parents!" is often overlooked. That is until now. There is power in
the voice of a parent who's interested in the ongoing growth process of their
children and is ready to advocate to meet those needs.
A lack in financial resources or political influence will not silence the voices of
Parent Leaders. Through our individual Community Projects, as Parent Leaders
we've transitioned our passion into purpose.
Now that we're fully equipped and fired up, let each of "us" go out and change the
world. One child, one city at a time.
From Stamford to Windsor, PLTI parent leaders!! Have had the privilege to learn
and be taught to implement programs and be agents of change for their children.

Stamford PLTI Class of 2016
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Stratford Parents SEE Graduates
PSEE Coordinator – Carrie Satta
Community Sponsors – Stratford School Readiness and
Child Care Advisory Council
Parent Leader Address – Melissa Geathers

Amy Bracco
Andrea Card
Migda Carrero
Janice Cupee
Liz Dederer
Cassandra Diaz
Ariana Fine
Kimberly Garvey
Melissa Geathers
Martha Gutierrez
Sean Haubert
Michael Maczuga
Holly Maria
Alex Pechkis
Bonnie Reynolds
Laura Rivera
Divina Rodiguez
Danette Rollo
Robin Schilb
Daniela Souza
Nerissa Stackhouse
“It is one of the most beautiful
compensations in life…that no man can
sincerely try to help another without
helping himself.”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Parent Leader Speech
Melissa Geathers – Stratford PSEE
As parents, we play many roles in the lives of our children. We are caregivers,
protectors, teachers and playmates. We create worlds for our children – design
their lives around what we think will set them up for future success. The true
power of the parent lies in the strength of their love for their children. That love is
an unlimited resource, just waiting to be drawn upon when wading into the waters
of an educational system that can often feel like a battlefield. We sit on
committees, volunteer for school related organizations, and attend school board
meetings not only so our voices are heard, but so our powers can be used for good.
Parent SEE Alumni are change agents with the most noble of intentions – a higher
purpose, powered by love and set into motion by the knowledge garnered from the
incredible Parent SEE program, that aims to shape the futures of not only our own,
but all children that are yet to come by tapping into the immense power of
parents.

Stratford PSEE Class of 2016
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Waterbury PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Angela Holmes
Community Sponsors – SERC, Waterbury Hospital, Waterbury Public School,
Connecticut Commission on Children, Connecticut Parent Trust
Parent Leader Address – Michael Sciarra

Wendy Bryan

“No Walking, Keep Our Children Safe”

Ethel Gatling

“A Tree Party”

Gail Gatling

“Putting A Smile On A Little Girl’s Face”

Sharon Gatling

“A Miracle Like Wall Street”

Naomi Grave

“Save Our Children!”

Clifton Grimes

“After School Academics”

Arua Gutierrez

“The Rise of the Dominican Republic in Waterbury”

Diane McIntosh

“Food from the Heart”

Focusing on the need to provide safe transportation to ‘walker’
students due to a lack of sidewalks

Focusing on the need to remove excess debris from residential
properties that are in need of assistance

Promoting awareness of foster care children’s need for proper care
and attention

Addressing the need for youth to learn financial literacy in order to
become responsible citizens, economically reasonable consumers
and financially stable

Targeting the City of Waterbury’s need to place pedestrian
crossings in key areas of the city in order to keep our residents safe

Seeking to help students with their academics, while utilizing
community centers in Waterbury neighborhoods

Bringing awareness to immigrant families facing struggles while
also serving as a bridge to connect them with resources

Bringing awareness for those in need of daily meals by getting
involved with a local soup kitchen, while also working to open a food
shelter of its own
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Yanira Pena

“Baking With the Heart”

Reann Sahadeo

“Safety Crossing Sign”

Jocelyn Salinas

“Fund Kit by FAVOR”

Michael Sciarra

“Waterbury Fitness Trail”

Migdalia Soto

“All For One and One For All Caps and Gowns”

Nidia Tejada

“Helping Single Mothers”

Targeting the community’s need for traditional businesses by
showcasing local, quality, baked goods and holding baking
workshops

Bringing awareness to properly marking potentially hazardous
areas through traffic signs in order to raise awareness and safety

Educating the community on acquiring, securing, and allocating
money provided by the DCF

Targeting the need for an alternative to contemporary, indoors
fitness centers by providing a publicly available, outdoors solution.

Assisting families unable to afford caps and gowns for public school
graduations

Targeting single mothers, providing them with career service to
support their families

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
concerned citizens can change the world.
Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.”
- Margaret Mead
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Parent Leader Speech
Michael Sciarra – Waterbury PLTI
Our PLTI facilitators brought us together and taught us effective advocacy. Class
participation and community projects gave us the knowledge, experience, and confidence
to be active community members. That’s something some of us didn’t think was possible
before.
Yanira Pena bakes cakes to help others celebrate their special days. Diane McIntosh
cooks healthy meals at a local soup kitchen. Migdalia Soto raises funds for students
whose financial situation makes purchasing a cap and gown seem like an extravagant
expense. Now, more than 500 Waterbury students who otherwise would not, will
graduate wearing a cap and gown in their school colors. I’ve worked with a community
club and the city to build a park fitness center. We expect to break ground next spring.
Waterbury Hospital has PLTI classes in English, Albanian, and Spanish. “CLTI” provides
care and training to PLTI class members’ children, creating even more active and
empowered community members.
Had it not been for the PLTI instructors, Waterbury Hospital, and the Commissioner of
Children—as well as Ms. Angela Holmes—we would not here today. I would not be here
telling all of you how strongly this program has enabled us—my classmates and I—in
going to great lengths to help our community. Thank you, all of you, and congratulations
to the PLTI class of 2016.

Waterbury PLTI Class of 2016
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West Hartford PLTI Graduates and
Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Tammy Exum & Deborah Zipkin
Community Sponsors – Bridge Family Center
Parent Leader Address – Lorna Thomas-Farquharson
Mirtica Nelly Aldave

"Bucks in a Book"
To promote literacy around the world by empowering youth to
acquire critical knowledge by giving them books

Dan Bouchard

"Building Kids Building Boats"
A community building program for teens to acquire practical
skills and lessons in teamwork through exposure to our
region's shipbuilding history and industry

Jeanette Connole

"Knowledge is Power"
Supporting parents of children with special needs through
encouragement coaching and information dissemination

Marisa Faraoni

"Chiquitos"
A safe fun place for bilingual families to expand language,
share experiences, create community and preserve culture

Johanna Rincón Fernández

"Radical Storytime"
Using the Storytime model to teach social justice education to
young children

Natalie Fulmer

"Project Playground"
Spearheading the effort to update and modernize the
playground equipment at Whiting Lane Elementary School

Rob George

"Universal Children's Day for West Hartford"
Bring awareness to the human rights violations against
children around the world

Catherine George

"Books for India-Kids"
Send donated children's books to a needy library in India and
create awareness for early learning

Jaime Goldsmith

"Hot and Hungry"
Conduct food drives during summer months at regular
intervals to relieve some pressure for parents and decrease
child hunger.
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Peter Goldsmith

"Wouldn't You Like to be an Akela too?"
A strategic, engaging motivational assembly at Cub Scouts
Pack meetings in West Hartford to motivate parents and
guardians to be more involved with their child

Denise Jackson-Riley

"Chess: 16 Pieces"
Begin a Chess Club at King Philip Middle School using parents
and American Chess Academy instructors

Devin Kline

"Summer Fun"
Provide families in need with toys, books and other enriching
tools for their children during the summer months

Amy Messinger

"Girls CARE (Connect, Appreciate, Respect,
Empathize)"
A series of empowering, engaging and collaborative sessions
for girls from West Hartford Girl Scout troops to create
meaningful connections with newfound friends

Clare Taylor Neseralla

"Knowledge is Power"
Supporting parents of children with special needs through
encouragement coaching and information dissemination

Lauren O’Meara

"Johnny's Jog for Charity"
A community centered 5K run/walk with the goal of raising
funds for three local charities that serve to better the lives of
children and families

Monica Papas

"Knowledge is Power"
Supporting Parents of Children with Special Needs through
Encouragement Coaching and Information Dissemination

Anthony Sisti

"Start the Conversation: Preventing Youth Suicide"
An open public forum panel discussion to increase awareness
of the frequency of teenage suicide and the local programs and
resources available to address this tragic problem

Jennifer Smith

"West Hartford Community Farmers Market"
A downtown Sunday morning farmers market that provides
fresh produce, local goods and entertainment to the
community

Rachel Tenney

"#LetsTalkWeHa"
Addiction Education and Awareness leads to Prevention
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Keri Tetreault

"C.A.S.S.I.E."
Children with disabilities Appreciating, Sharing, Serving,
and Inspiring everyone in the community with Enthusiasm

Lorna Thomas-Farquharson

"Keeping it Real"
Preserving human connectedness when saturated with modern
technology

“I start with the premise that the function of leadership is
to produce more leaders, not more followers."
-Ralph Nader
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Parent Leader Speech
Lorna Thomas-Farquharson– West Hartford PLTI
What a journey we embarked on months ago! We came together with different views,
lived in different areas, and came from different walks of life. Yet, we were encouraged to
explore within and learn about each other. We did just that. We’ve experienced
moments of happiness and pain; coped with losses, as well as celebrated our gains.
Through it all we shared these experiences together. Respectfully recognizing our
differences, a common thread woven between us is the love we have for our children.
This thread, called a parents’ love, holds no allegiance to gender, ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, political membership, or religious affiliation.
This thread was the bond that formed the stitches in our fabric called PLTI. As we
celebrate the present, remember to always embrace, cherish, and encourage our children
for they are our future and we have the unified responsibility to pave the way for their
tomorrow.

West Hartford PLTI Class of 2016
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Wethersfield PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Jo Hawke
Community Sponsors – SERC & FAVOR
Parent Leader Address – Jennifer Raymond
Maguena Adetona

“Triumph”
An urban youth website to include blogs, resources, and
motivation

Erica Charles-Davy

“NOTICE”
Community organizations to support families and young girls

Nydia Dominquez

“Engaging With Art”
A program to give children and young adults a fine arts experience

Myrtle Douglas

Inspiring others by attending PEP and PLTI programs

Cathy Flippen

Bringing a People Empowering People (PEP) program to
East Hartford

Patricia Gaylord

“No Gender Left Behind”
A support group for parents, siblings, families and communities
surrounding the issue of sexuality

Lorna Grivois

Developing parent lending libraries in Waterford and
Dayville for families with children with mental health
challenges

Violette Haldane

Adopting a neighborhood school in Hartford to improve
school attendance and promote dental hygiene activities in
school

Jo Hawke

Developing a learning collaborative for family-led advocacy
organizations in Connecticut

Manuel Maldonado

Working to developing supports for families who have
children returning from the Connecticut Juvenile Training
School (CJTS)

Denetra McBride

“Tutors 4 a Better Future”
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Jacquese Patterson

“Triumph”
An urban youth website including blogs, resources, and motivation

Jennifer Raymond

“Closet of hope”
Providing toiletries and other needed goods to families at risk of
homelessness

Melissa Richards

A young women/men mentoring program and curriculum
for Jumoke Academy in Hartford

Carol Roberts

“Carol’s Block of Time”
Working to obtain licensure to provide temporary foster care to
youth needing emergency or respite placement

Magnolia Rodgers

Working to make families more aware of gun violence by
promoting gun safety and buy-back programs

Benita Toussaint

“Our Children’s Restoration”
Focus groups with families and children ages 10-13 learning about
school issues, including discipline and out of school suspension

Carolyn Westerholm

Developing a new FAVOR “fee for service” program for
educational advocacy

Beresford Wilson

Actively engaging youth in Connecticut’s mental and
behavioral health advisory systems

“Leadership is about doing what you know is right –
even when a growing din of voices around you
is trying to convince you to accept
what you know to be wrong.”
- Robert L. Ehrlich
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Parent Leader Speech
Jennifer Raymond – Wethersfield PLTI
Dr. Martin Luther King once said, “The ultimate measure of man is not where he stands
in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and
controversy.”
As leaders of our families, we as parents, can be powerful and agents of change. Over the
course of our PLTI class I watched with amazement & wonder as we each stepped out our
comfort zones and stretched in ways we had never imagined possible.
As PLTI graduates it is imperative that we heed the words of Dr. Martin Luther King.
During these times of challenge and controversy we need to take a stand. We must step
up and be the leaders that advocate for excellence in our local schools, our communities,
and at a legislative level by offering up our testimonies regarding the gaps in the systems.
In addition, by sharing what we have learned with other parents we increase their
capacity for effective advocacy and their ability to transform the lives of their children as
well as their communities.
Finally, it is important to think beyond what we already do. We must elevate our
involvement to something that is essential to a quality education and student success for
all students. Imagine, for a moment, what our children’s future would be if we had a
parent-friendly, strength- and evidence-based, sustainable system of family engagement
that helped close the opportunity gaps and ensure that all children have what they need
to succeed.
In the words of John Maxwell, “Leaders become great, not because of their power but
because of their ability to empower others.”

Wethersfield PLTI Class of 2016
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Winchester Parents SEE Graduates
PSEE Coordinator – Lisa Goulet
Community Sponsors – The Gilbert School & CHAMPS After-School Organization
Parent Leader Address – Shannon Lindau

Ali Cierocki
Dale Denning
Jamie Duffy
Lisa Goulet
Sarah Guenther
Jennifer Hale
Jennifer Helt
Kelly Hicks-Earley
Rachel Incillo
Amy Jeannette
Alison Kam
Emily King
Shannon Lindau
Monica Morneau
Cheryl Petersen
Rachel Welcome
“If you can imagine it,
you can achieve it;
if you can dream it,
you can become it.”
- William Arthur Ward
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Parent Leader Speech
Shannon Lindau– Winchester PSEE
I'm not the PTO mom. I'm not in my daughters' classrooms often either. In fact, I
originally joined the Parent SEE class for the promise of adult interaction; with free
babysitting. For the last 7 years I have been a stay at home mom. I mean that in
every sense of the word. For 7 years I stayed at home. I have been immersed in a
microcosm of shoe tying and diaper changes and this world has become my life. It
wasn't until my oldest went to kindergarten, and I took issue with a decision, that I
was reminded of the outside world and my responsibility to it. We resolved our
little problem but my eyes were opened up to a torrent of other issues in our
district. Our small victory demonstrated that improvements can be made. Too
often we get overwhelmed with the daily struggle; we forget that we're also an
intrinsic part of a larger community. It becomes so easy to say "Someone should
do something." Parent SEE has reminded me that we're all that someone.

Winchester PSEE Class of 2016
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Windsor PLTI Graduates and Community Projects
PLTI Coordinator – Maureen Bilotta
Community Sponsors – Windsor Public Schools
Parent Leader Address – Andrea Richardson
Cindie Curtis

“What Are We Missing in Special Education?”

Tina Delport

“Sweet and Tempting”
Making better nutritional choices for our children

Lianne Dixon

“Advocating for Later School Start Times”

Michaela Fissel

“Youth Mental Health First Aid”

Cindy Gapko

“Concussions in the Classroom”
Students with concussions or post-concussion syndrome have
the right to return-to-learn

Ileana Garcia

“Apoyo Familiar para Padres de Niños Especiales”
Support group for parents of children with special needs

Eva Haldane

“The Kids Deserve Better”
Recovering from school trauma

Neeraja Karthikeyan

“Recycle, Breathe, Repeat!”

April Keeler

“Building a League to Grow within a Community”

Ann McAdams

“Windsor Resource Guide”

Luz Negron-Tarver

"Our Kids are Being Short Changed"
The fight for our future

Lis Phillips

"A Resource Guide for Secondary Transition in
Connecticut"

Praveena Ravuru

“Eat What You Grow”

Andrea Richardson

“TRUST”
Trying to Reach Understanding through Support and
Togetherness

44

Dionne Robinson

“10 Things I Wish I Knew About Kindergarten (As a
Parent)”

Mohamed Jamaludeen
Thirapusa-Mohaideen

“Mathematics Enrichment Program”

Tanya Bethea

“Be True to Your S.E.L.F (Self-Empowerment = Life
Fulfillment)”
A motivational and self-mastery workshop series for at-risk
female teens

KelLee Young

“Benchmark”
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
concerned citizens can change the world.
Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.”
- Margaret Mead
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Parent Leader Speech
Andrea Richardson – Windsor PLTI
It is with great honor and awe that I stand before you all today. Why? Because I had the
privilege of working with so many talented individuals who were supportive, challenging,
encouraging and honest, but more so because they were genuinely invested in the things
that we shared in our group that matter most to us.
We didn’t always agree, and that’s evidence of the fact that we as people share views and
beliefs that may be contrary to one another from time to time. That’s neither good nor
bad, rather it’s a true distinction that serves to confirm the fact we are different. When we
accept those differences it prepares us to open the lines of communication and the doors
to understanding.
You see, we shared one commonality and that was our Relentless Passion and Pursuit for
Change.
So, when I think of the phrase Parents As Change Agents, I don’t typically associate
“Parent” with the word “Powerful” or “Agent.” However, I realized in this class that each
one of us has so much to offer and we all have the ability to express ourselves in various
ways that will inspire others to listen.
Therefore, we are equipped to making a dynamic change in our community and I am
confident that as we go forward to complete what we have all begun, that we will function
more and more in our roles as a peace maker, moderator, note taker, observer, facilitator
and finally, Change Maker.

Windsor PLTI Class of 2016
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With Special Thanks to the 2015-2016 PLTI & PSEE
Facilitators & Coordinators
Maureen Bilotta

Angela Holmes

Val Payne-Masse

Gary Brochu

Hernan Illingworth

Bruce Pinto

Sandra Carmichael

Patti Keckeisen

John Prins

Carmen Chapparro

Jane Keleher

Deborah Rath

Sheila Crocker

Darleen Klase

Carlos Reinoso

Lesley Darling

Gina Levon

Maria Sanchez

Merryl Eaton

Simpson

Carrie Satta

Doug Edwards

Linda Martinez

Linda Schnaars

Tammy Exum

Phil McKain

Brenda Shuler

Josephine Fulcher

Tia Miller

Ron Thomas

Anderson

Guisella Montoya

Donna Thompson-

Tammy Garris

Shirle Moone

Bennett

Angela Geiger

Childs

Katherine Tucker

Flanagan

Maria Morelli-

Carolyn Vermont

Lisa Goulet

Wolfe

Dayl Walker

Sal Hanaif

Carmen Nieves

Denique Weidema

Jo Hawke

Denise Page

Deborah Zipkin

Cathy Patton
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With Gratitude to our Special Guests and Supporters
Kevin Lembo was elected Connecticut’s State
Comptroller in 2010 following 20 years of public
service and advocacy.
A native of Paterson, NJ, Lembo first came to public
service as an independent advocate. In 2004,
Lembo was appointed Connecticut’s first state
Healthcare Advocate where he spent years helping
thousands of residents navigate the complexities of
the health care system; advocated for patients
denied coverage or treatment; and returned
millions of dollars to consumers.
As State Comptroller and chief fiscal guardian,
Lembo continues to lead the charge for more
affordable and quality health care. He has been hailed by advocacy groups and the
media as a “champion of transparency” for his efforts to promote public access to
state financial information – including initiatives such as “Open Connecticut,” an
online hub of state financial data that simplifies access to important information
about the state’s budget and financial future.
Comptroller Lembo holds a Master of Public Administration degree from
California State University and is a member of the Pi Alpha Honor Society. He was
named a Toll Fellow of the Council of State Governments in 2004, and has served
as a panelist and moderator throughout the state and country as an expert in
health care and retirement administration.
Lembo resides in Guilford, CT with his spouse, Charles Frey; they have three
children.
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The Connecticut General Assembly

The Board and Staff of the Connecticut Commission on Children
and the Connecticut Center for School Change

Douglas Edward,
Master of Ceremonies

Isabella Pinto, Our Inspirational
Young Musical Guest

136 Main Street
Wethersfield, CT 06109
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